RENAISSANCE ACADEMY
2021-22 COVID-19 Action Plan
INTRODUCTION
This plan has been created to manage the impact of the current coronavirus
outbreak on our students and staff. We recognize that stopping the transmission
of the virus is the most effective way to maintain a healthy learning environment
for our students. This plan seeks to accomplish that end through 1) clear
communication 2) proper education and 3) the implementation of other proven
strategies for the management of infectious disease.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROCEDURES
1.

The following procedures will be utilized to maintain a safe and
healthy school environment this year.
a. Masks: The use of masks by students and staff will be
optional. Utah state law (HB1007) prohibits schools from
mandating the use of masks for students and staff. Masks
may be worn by anyone who chooses to do so.
b. COVID-19 Vaccinations: Proof of vaccination is not required
for employment or school attendance. Utah state law HB-308
prohibits governmental agencies from requiring vaccinations in
order to access governmental services (including public
education).
c. Test-to-Stay: Utah law SB107 requires all K-12 schools to
participate in the Test-to-Stay program. In the event that there
are 30 positive COVID-19 tests in any 14-day period, the
county health department will facilitate testing of all students
(with parent permission) and staff. Anyone with a negative test
may continue with in-person learning. Those with positive
tests, even if they are asymptomatic, will be required to
quarantine per the health department guidelines.

d. Teachers should avoid the use of shared student school
supplies whenever practicable
e. Students will be asked to sanitize their desk and chair daily
with a disinfecting wipe at the end of the day in K-5 and at the
end of each class period in grades 6-9.
f. Teachers will regularly sanitize high touch surfaces including
classroom doors, light switches daily.
g. The day porter will prioritize regular disinfecting of high touch
surfaces in common areas
h. The night custodial crew will use an electrostatic sprayer
weekly to disinfect all highly trafficked common areas,
classrooms, bathrooms and offices.
i. Ventilation: HVAC systems will be set to draw as much outside
air into each air exchange to increase the delivery of clean air,
and dilute potential contaminants.
j. Modified classroom layouts: desks will be oriented to all face
the same direction.
k. Communal spaces: Communal use of shared spaces, such as
cafeterias, will stagger use and clean regularly (for example,
daily or as often as needed).

2.

Managing student illness at school.
a. Teachers with concerns about a student’s health condition
should send the student to the front office. The office will
assess the student and call parents/guardians to pick up the
student. Sick students will be separated from well students
and sent home as soon as possible.
b. If the student is returned to class, a call will be placed to the
teacher explaining the decision.
c. If a student presents with a fever they will be accomodated in
the sick room until a parent or guardian arrives.
d. If a student tests positive for coronavirus, school
administration, in conjunction with the county health
department will coordinate all parent and staff
notification/communications.

3.

Communication:
a. The primary point of contact for families' questions regarding
student illness, absences or school protocols with respect to
the coronavirus is our Interim Dean of Students and
Families, Lachelle Watne. Her email address is
lwatne@renacademy.org. Please also cc:
mursic@renacademy.org on your communication.
b. Case counts will be communicated in our regular weekly
parent email
c. COVID exposures and confirmed cases for both employees
and students should be reported through the COVID
Reporting link at the bottom of our webpage.
d. General parental notifications regarding potential exposure to
COVID will be sent to parents with students in any classroom
where a positive test has been confirmed. No specific
information will be provided regarding the infected person’s
name or current status.

SOCIAL DISTANCING STRATEGIES
Renaissance Academy is prepared to implement social distancing strategies, if
needed, to reduce or slow the transmission of infectious disease. Those
strategies include but are not limited to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Altering class schedules
Adjusting room assignments
Cancellation of extra-curricular activities
School closure. Decisions regarding school closure will only be made in
conjunction with the Utah County Department of Health. In the event of
closure, distance education will be provided for students to work on their
studies remotely.

HOME ISOLATION/QUARANTINE
According to the Centers for Disease Control, if you are sick with COVID-19 or
suspect you are infected with the virus that causes COVID-19, follow the steps

below to help prevent the disease from spreading to people in your home and
community.
1. If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19 AND develop a fever and
symptoms, such as cough or difficulty breathing, call your healthcare
provider for medical advice.
2. Stay home: People who are mildly ill with COVID-19 are able to isolate
themselves at home during their illness. You should restrict activities
outside your home, except for getting medical care.
3. Avoid public areas: Do not go to work, school, or public areas.
4. Avoid public transportation, ride-sharing, or taxis.
5. Call ahead: If you have a medical appointment, call the healthcare provider
and tell them that you have or may have COVID-19. This will help the
healthcare provider’s office take steps to keep other people from getting
infected or exposed.
6. Alert health department: Ask your healthcare provider to call the local or
state health department. Persons who are placed under active monitoring
or facilitated self-monitoring should follow instructions provided by their
local health department or occupational health professionals, as
appropriate.
7. Call 911 if you have a medical emergency: notify the dispatch personnel
that you have, or are being evaluated for COVID-19. If possible, put on a
facemask before emergency medical services arrive.
8. Once your family has consulted with the County Health Department and
determined if isolation/quarantine is appropriate please enter your case
information through our website portal, if you haven’t already done so.
Please follow up with an email to your child’s teacher and copy the Interim
Dean of Students and Families lwatne@renacademy.org regarding your
student’s planned absences. Our teachers will work with any family who is
isolated or quarantined to provide them with lesson materials for their
students to continue their studies from home.
9. Schooling during isolation/quarantine: We are not planning to offer
on-line learning options at this time. Parents of students who are
isolated/quarantined will need to work with the classroom teacher to obtain
the classwork that will be covered during the quarantine period. Late work
policies will be adjusted to accommodate your circumstances.

We are currently working on an after-school tutoring program that will start in the
latter part of September. The tutoring is funded by a grant we received to target
COVID-19 related learning loss. During the first few weeks of school we will be
assessing all students to identify any possible areas that require intervention.
Tutoring will be made available to any students that demonstrate a need for it.
While this would not provide direct instruction for students in quarantine, it would
be available as a short-term support for those students in completing their work at
home.
Discontinuing home isolation
1. Stay at home until instructed to leave. Patients with confirmed COVID-19
should remain under home isolation precautions until the risk of secondary
transmission to others is thought to be low.
2. Talk to your healthcare provider: The decision to discontinue home
isolation precautions should be made on a case-by-case basis, in
consultation with healthcare providers and state and local health
departments.

CLASSROOM EDUCATION
The following outlines the general principles and verified facts that should be
used by faculty and staff in their discussions with students about COVID-19.

1.

General Principles
a. Remain calm and reassuring.
b. Remember that children will react to both what you say and how you
say it. They will pick up cues from the conversations you have with
them and with others.
c. Make yourself available to listen and to talk.
d. Make time to talk. Be sure children know they can come to you when
they have questions.
e. Pay attention to what children see or hear on television, radio, or
online.
f. Consider reducing the amount of screen time focused on COVID-19.
Too much information on one topic can lead to anxiety.
g. Provide information that is honest and accurate.

h. Give children information that is truthful and appropriate for the age
and developmental level of the child.
i. Talk to children about how some stories on COVID-19 on the Internet
and social media may be based on rumors and inaccurate
information.

2.

Facts for Class Discussions.
Try to keep information simple and remind them that health and school
officials are working hard to keep everyone safe and healthy.
What is COVID-19?
○ COVID-19 is the short name for “coronavirus disease 2019. It is a
new virus. Doctors and scientists are still learning about it.
● Recently, this virus has made a lot of people sick. Scientists and
doctors think that most people will be ok, especially kids, but some
people might get pretty sick.
● Doctors and health experts are working hard to help people stay
healthy.
What can I do so that I don’t get COVID-19?
● You can practice healthy habits at home, school, and play to help
protect against the spread of COVID-19:
○ Cough or sneeze into a tissue or your elbow. If you sneeze or cough
into a tissue, throw it in the trash right away.
○ Keep your hands out of your mouth, nose, and eyes. This will help
keep germs out of your body.
○ Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
Follow these five steps—wet, lather (make bubbles), scrub (rub
together), rinse and dry. You can sing the “Happy Birthday” song
twice.
○ If you don’t have soap and water, have an adult help you use a
special hand cleaner.
○ Keep things clean. Older children can help adults at home and
school clean the things we touch the most, like desks, doorknobs,

light switches, and remote controls. (Note for adults: you can find
more information about cleaning and disinfecting on CDC’s website.)
○ If you feel sick, stay home. Just like you don’t want to get other
people’s germs in your body, other people don’t want to get your
germs either.

What happens if you get sick with COVID-19?
● COVID-19 can look different in different people. For many people,
being sick with COVID-19 would be a little bit like having the flu.
People can get a fever, cough, or have a hard time taking deep
breaths. Most people who have gotten COVID-19 have not gotten
very sick. Only a small group of people who get it have had more
serious problems. From what doctors have seen so far, most
children don’t seem to get very sick. While a lot of adults get sick,
most adults get better.
● If you do get sick, it doesn’t mean you have COVID-19. People can
get sick from all kinds of germs. What’s important to remember is
that if you do get sick, the adults at home and school will help get
you any help that you need.
● Teachers will deliver instruction to their students on everyday actions
to reduce the spread of germs.
○ Remind children to stay away from people who are coughing or
sneezing or sick.
○ Remind them to cough or sneeze into a tissue or their elbow, then
throw the tissue into the trash.
○ Discuss any new actions that may be taken at school to help protect
children and school staff.
(e.g., increased handwashing, cancellation of events or activities)
○ Get children into a handwashing habit.
○ Teach them to wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20
seconds, especially after blowing their nose, coughing, or sneezing;
going to the bathroom; and before eating or preparing food.
○ If soap and water are not available, teach them to use hand
sanitizer. Hand sanitizer should contain at least 60% alcohol.

Supervise young children when they use hand sanitizer to prevent
swallowing alcohol, especially in schools and childcare facilities.

SICK POLICY
Our general sick policy requires student exclusion in the following cases.
1. When the child appears to be severely ill, is not responsive, irritable,
persistently crying, having difficulty breathing, or having a quickly
spreading rash.
2. Fever (temperature above 101°F by any method) and behavior change or
other signs and symptoms (e.g., sore throat, rash, vomiting, or diarrhea).
For infants less than 2 months of age, an unexplained fever should be
evaluated by a health professional. For these infants younger than 2
months of age, get urgent medical advice for temperatures above 100.4°F,
whether or not other symptoms are present.
3. Diarrhea—Exclusion is required for all diapered children whose stool is not
contained in the diaper and toilet-trained children if the diarrhea is causing
"accidents," and for children whose stool frequency exceeds 2 stools
above normal per 24-hours for that child while the child is in the program or
whose stool contains more than a drop of blood or mucus. Diarrhea is
defined by stool which is occurring more frequently and/or is less formed in
consistency than usual in the child, and not associated with changes of
diet.
4. Vomiting 2 or more times in the previous 24 hours, unless the vomiting is
determined to be caused by a non-communicable/non-infectious condition
and the child is not in danger of dehydration.
5. Abdominal pain that continues for more than 2 hours or intermittent
abdominal pain associated with fever or other signs or symptoms.
6. Mouth sores with drooling that the child cannot control unless the child's
primary health care provider or local health department authority states
that the child is noninfectious.
7. Rash with fever or behavioral changes, until a primary care provider has
determined that the illness is not a communicable disease.

8. Skin sores that are weeping fluid and are on an exposed body surface that
cannot be covered with a waterproof dressing.
9. Streptococcal pharyngitis (i.e., strep throat or other streptococcal infection),
until the child has had two doses of a course of an appropriate antibiotic 12
hours apart.
10. Chickenpox (varicella) until all lesions have dried or crusted (usually 6 days
after onset of rash) and no new lesions have shown for at least 24 hours.
11. Rubella, until 7 days after the rash appears
12. Pertussis, until 5 days of antibiotic treatment (21 days if untreated)
13. Mumps, until 5 days after onset of parotid gland swelling
14. Measles, until 4 days after onset of rash
15. Hepatitis A virus infection, until 1 week after onset of illness or jaundice or
as directed by the health department 

IMPORTANT LINKS
RENAISSANCE COVID REPORTING PORTAL
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdP0xO-05zszkzkyg5HLLUW6J-VDM07wpgLfsgKL
Vpnb9io3Q/viewform
UTAH COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
https://health.utahcounty.gov
CORONAVIRUS TESTING QUESTIONS
https://health.utahcounty.gov/2020/03/12/please-call-ahead-to-your-healthcare-provider-to-arran
ge-testing-for-coronavirus-covid-19/
WORLDWIDE DASHBOARD:
www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL - Coronavirus Information
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
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