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NOVEMPER 2022

IMPOr+an+ Da+es
/9 Picture Retake Day

1710 FEC Spirit Night - Crack Shack 4-9pm (Lehi)

/11 Veterans Day & “Be Kind” Assembly

11/14-18 FEC White Ribbon Week

/22 FEC Spirit Night - Cafe Zupas 4-9pm (Timp Highway)

11/23-25  Thanksgiving Break (no school)

IMPOr+dn+ RA LiINKS

November Breakfast Menu
November Lunch Menu
RA School Calendar
Kinderqarten AM/PM Friday Schedule

Renaissance Academy Printing Press



https://renacademy.org/dynamic/content/1180/38/november_2022-breakfast.pdf
https://renacademy.org/dynamic/content/1180/38/november_2022-lunch.pdf
https://renacademy.org/dynamic/content/1186/30/2022-2023_calendar_current.pdf
https://renacademy.org/dynamic/content/1186/30/2022-2023_calendar_kindergarten_current.pdf

SCHOOL AnNhovNCceMmen+s

All students need a warm coat for outdoor recess

Now that the cold weather has hit, please ensure your children come to school dressed to go outside
for recess. The playground and field areas of our school are FREEZING on windy days. Please make
sure to send your children to school in a winter coat, long pants, gloves/hat and appropriate shoes/
boots during winter months. Unless it is snowing or temperatures/wind chill is 20 degrees or below,
our students spend 60 minutes per day outside. We have too many students who come to school with
a sweatshirt instead of a jacket and a skirt or shorts in winter - it doesn’t cut it. They are freezing
out there!

Sick students - Please keep them home
If your children are sick, please keep them home from school. Let’s keep our students and staff as
healthy as possible! Excuse any absences related to illness HERE.

Parent behavior - Respecting traffic & office staff

We have had numerous incidents in the last month where traffic and office staff have been treated
inappropriately by RA parents, including being yelled at, flipped off, talked down to, and sworn at.
This is extremely unfortunate and not acceptable. Parents, please treat our school staff with the re-
spect and patience they deserve. We are all doing our best to keep your children/our students safe,
learning and happy at school!

School starts at 8 am

We are seeing an increased number of students consistently arriving late to school. Students are
marked ‘tardie’ from 8:10 am. Every time a student is late, they miss valuable instruction in the class-
room. Our teachers start immediately at 8 am. We know it is hard, but please do your best to get your
children to school on-time to ensure their best chance for success!

School doors open at 7:40 am

Our school doors do not open until 7:40 am. Please plan to drop-off your children from 7:45 am.
We do not want students to be left unsupervised outside in the cold before the building opens as we
head into the winter months.

School pick-up time is 3:00 pm (12:15 pm on Friday)

We have more and more students who are not being collected from school until as late as 3:30-4:00
pm. Please plan to pick up your child at 3 pm when school finishes. Students should not be left at
school after carpool/dismissal unattended due to other parental commitments/work schedules. Please
plan to pick-up your children from school on-time.

After School Programs - All siblings should be collected at 3 pm

If a child has an after-school activity, only the child registered to participate in the after-school
program should remain on-campus after 3 pm. All siblings are required to be picked up at normal
dismissal time.

FEC ANhouvNncemen+s

FEC Fall Carnival - Fundaising Results

We did it! A huge shoutout to our RA community for helping us reach our carnival and silent auction
fundraising goals this year! Together we raised over $28,000+ to support our FEC programs, stu-
dents and school. The carnival is our largest FEC fundraiser of the year and it was a huge success.
Thank you RA community for your support at our carnival and all other fundraising events through-
out the year! Every little bit makes a difference!

If you are interested to learn how the FEC spends the funds raised. Check out the 2023 FEC Budget.
All parents are invited and encouraged to participate in our FEC monthly meetings, committees and
volunteer opportunities. The FEC meets on the Ist Friday of the month at 8 am in the Arabic room
(next meeting is November 4th). If you would like to share your voice about where and how our
hard-earned fundraised FEC funds are spent, please complete the 2023 FEC Survey.

So far this year, FEC funds have contributed to bring 4x water fountain bottle fillers tfo our school,
new appliances to the teachers lounge, new microwaves to the student lunchroom, and a library me-
morial plaque remembering Mr. Drew Wright, our school librarian/teacher who passed suddenly last
year. RA families, thank you for your support! See pics here!



https://renacademy.org/excuse-absence
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TtpSauBnvoYqyb70bR4crq_Ohos44fqU6-LNpFldgjY/edit#gid=913697220
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfHGyP7eB7Rt9sWufrarktyl3yzZWjDK8PuddNGEXJKplSpgQ/viewform?pli=1
https://renacademy.org/2022-carnival

world L[angudage SPO+High+t

ARABIC

KINDERGARTEN

Mrs. Holmegren’s AM and PM classes are starting off this year with Arabic lan-
guage as part of their World language exposure at RA. We are having a lot of
fun singing songs in Arabic,dancing, playing instruments, and learning about our
colors ,body parts and how to introduce ourselves in Arabic. KG students are
doing great!

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS (1-3 GRADE)

Elementary Arabic students are gaining fluency in infroducing themselves, asking questions, respond-
ing o questions and expressing their feelings in Arabic. We do a lot of hands-on activities and projects
that they enjoy a lot! We also sing songs, act out skits and are learning tfo write our names in Arabic
and our alphabet (Ist and 2nd grades), and writing a lot more in 3rd and up. | am so proud of them all.

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS (4-5 GRADE)

Our 4th and 5th graders turned in their first Arabic project
for the year and | am so proud of them! They were all able to
write IN ARABIC,a paragraph or more telling me about them-
selves and their families and surroundings.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

We had been working on a few projects to en-
hance our writing skills as well as gain confidence
expressing ourselves in Arabic. We also made
wall posters bragging about what we did over
summer break.Toftally nailed their presentations.
Way to go MS students!!




world Langudage SPO+High+t world L[angudage SPO+High+t

SPANISH CHINESE

Locotubre is in full effect. Sra. Cobiella’s 6th grade and MS are participating in a nationwide music MIDDLE SCHOOL

competition. This competition takes place every October and March. Students create a bracket to This month, we added more reading activities to our classrooms. In the picture, it shows students
see who they think will be the ultimate winner. This Locotubre is super fun since it’s a battle of the using props to make reading fun!

decades. We are having so much fun seeing who moves forward. Music is such a fun way to experi-

ence culture.

6TH GRADE

This month we learned about the
history of Ancient Egypt. In the
picture, students had fun learning
about Egyptian Pharaohs.

Acting Acting!! | have such a fun class of 6th graders this year. They always want to put on a play with
our class stories. Here they are acting out El lobo bueno y la chica mala(The good wolf and the bad
girl). They had so much fun making the props and acting out the scenes and every single kid partici-

pated in one way or another. Students were acting out
ordering food at a Chinese

restaurant. They practiced
their dialogues and learned
about Chinese table manners.

IST GRADE
Students are making colorful snakes to learn about color words in Chinese.







RA HAPPENINGS
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RA HAPPENINGS FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Do the “WRIGHT” Thing!” Week of Service

In memory of Mr. Drew Wright and his legacy of service, last week we held a ‘Do the WRIGHT Thing’
Week of Service at Renaissance, October 3Ist - November 4th. All K-5 classes were assigned a class
to serve all week. Service opportunities included writing notes, leaving treats, preparing a perfor-
mance, carrying their lunch tub, anything our teachers/students have thought of! MS will participate in
similar activities. Parents, we hope you can take advantage of this opportunity to have a great conver-

Jessica Bennett, 2nd Grade Teacher

Where are you from? White Hills, UT

Tell us about your family: | grew up with my parents and two younger brothers. We spent

sation to have with your children about being kind and helping others like Mr. Wright! He was always every weekend on some sort of sport field/court.
there willing to lend a hand, or pretty much anything to someone in need! We can’t wait to see hear
about all the small acts of service completed by our students last week! Fun fact: | love llamas, but am allergic to them.

Favorite thing about teaching? | love helping students find a love of reading, and find books
that change their world.

KarinJaccard, 2nd Grade Teacher

Where are you from? | was born in Miami, Florida. Have lived in New Hampshire, Ger-
many, Sweden, Seychelles Islands. But | call Utah home!

Tell us about your family: | am married to an awesome guy, and have a daughter and 2 sons

Fun fact: | speak Swedish, and love Swedish traditions, like dancing around the Christmas
tree!

Favorite thing about teaching? | love seeing the “a-ha” in students’ eyes, especially when
they have worked really hard to understand something!

Shelly Peterson, 2nd Grade DLI| Teacher

Where are you from? | was born and raised in Taiwan until i was 19. My whole family

With t [ ft [ ft
ith the anniversary of the passing of the moved to California

beloved Mr. Wright, we are reminded of
the pillar of light that he was to Renaissance
Academy. He was always a friendly face to
all our students, faculty and families. He

Tell us about your family: | came from a family of 5 and I’'m the oldest of the 3 girls. | have
two younger sisters. In my own family there are 4 of us. My husband TJ who is my biggest
support to become a Chinese teacher. Ceci is my daughter and most of people at school

could always be found at events and around knows her. | also have a son who'’s name is Legend Ari Peterson (get it “Legendary”)
the school serving and helping in any way he

could. He was caring and compassionate to Fun fact: | have super short pinkies like my grandma. I’s like they never grew since | was little.

all he came in cotact with. We deeply miss

Mr. Wright and the influence he had on our Favorite thing about teaching? | love to see my students achieve their goals.Seeing the light turn on in my stu-
school buf we confinue fo henor his memo- dent’s head after they go through struggles. | also love to share my language and culture through teaching. Ev-

eryday is an adventure you don’t know what is coming towards you and you learn and grow with your students
everyday.

ry by following his example of kindness and
service.




FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Kelsey Hunt, 2nd Grade DLI Partner Teacher

Where are you from? | am from right nearby, in Saratoga Springs. My family moved there
2| years ago, when it was still dirt roads and have seen it grow so much since then. We
lived in Las Vegas for a while when | was little, but | like to say | was born and raised in
Utah county!

Tell us about your family: | have 3 siblings, 2 older brothers and a younger sister! | also
have a mom and dad, my parents still live in the house that | grew up in! We love watching
movies on Sunday, pestering each other, and having fun!

Fun fact: | lived in the Southern California Desert for 18 months. In that time, | fell in love with the Joshua trees
there, so that is now my favorite place and my favorite tree. | also like to collect fun mugs and postcards from
all the places | go )

Favorite thing about teaching? The students! | love getting to know each one individually and see what they like
and their personalities! It makes my day when past students are excited to see me and tell me about things
happening in their lives. | also love getting to see the light bulb moments when a student is struggling fo under-
stand something, and they are frustrated and work and practice, and then finally get it! They light up and are so
excited to do more work, because it is easy for them now.

Kristi Nelson, 2nd/3rd Grade Teacher

Where are you from? Alpine, UT

Tell us about your family: I’'m the youngest of 5 kids. | have one sister and 3 brothers and
4 super cute nieces

Fun fact: | skipped 7th grade, so | graduated school when | was 7.

Favorite thing about teaching? My favorite thing about teaching is forming relationships
with the students. | love seeing that they like coming to school and want to be around me when they are here.

Cheryl Sheffield, 3rd Grade Teacher

Where are you from? Lancaster, California

Tell us about your family: | have Elizabeth |5, Ally 13, Blake 12, and Levi 7 who is in 2nd
grade here with Miss. Bennet. My wonderful husband of 16 years is Bo. We enjoy visiting
the Big Hawaii Island.

Fun fact: | take my daughter horse riding every week, we both have horses at our house.
We also ride at our cabin.

Favorite thing about teaching? My favorite thing about teaching is getting fo know all the students and watching
them progress over the school year.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Emma Howell, 3rd Grade DLI Partner Teacher

Where are you from? Topsail Island in the Outer Banks, North Carolina
Tell us about your family: | am newly married to an aerospace engineer, Ryan
Fun fact: | started teaching when | ran a surf camp and sea turtle rescue on my island.

Favorite thing about teaching? | love teaching because kids laugh all the time.

Freya Zhou, 3rd Grade DLI Teacher

Where are you from? I'm from Changchun China.

Tell us about your family: There are 4 members in my family, my parents and a younger
brother, they all lives in China.

Fun fact: | speak not one, but two languages; I've been to not two, but three countries(
Thailand is the third one); I'm fun and adventurous.

Favorite thing about teaching? My favorite about teaching is | have the flexibility on how to teach my lessons
and make learning fun.




Redding corner

Because of the learning gaps that have been realized during the last two years of
COVID, we have seen many of our students drop in their reading proficiency. We are
starting a new reading intervention program at our school that will involve all students
K-5. Students will receive intervention for . hour to 45 minutes every day, depending
on grade level need. We have teachers and aides involved in this program and each class
has eight to ten adults who will come to the classroom everyday to do reading groups
and activities.

Students who are at or above grade level will also be involved in this program
where they will be involved in reading enhancement activities fo help them refine their
reading skills.This is a group effort and we will be using the time and talents of each of
our elementarystaff. We hope to see vast improvements in the reading skills of our
students.

You can help us and be part of this effort. Please ensure that every student is
reading at home every night for twenty minutes. Read with them and help them as they
practice their skills. Reading is so important for everything we do in life and we want
all of students to be reading at their best ability.

SChOOI CON+acC+
INFormMa+ion

ADMINISTRATION & OFFICE

Mark Ursic, Executive Director
mursic@renacademy.org

Stephanie Avery, Dean of Students and
Families
savery@renacademy.org

Anna Felton, Dean of Instruction
afelfon@renacademy.org

FEC PRESIDENCY

Brittany Taylor, FEC President
britt.taylor2@gmail.com

Sherise Robertson, VP of Committees
sheriser@gmail.com

Mica Hauley VP of Fundraising
hauleyhighlife@gmail.com

Jenny Buck, VP of Classrooms
chiachen? [2@gmail.com

Shannon Topham, Treasurer
shannon.davida@gmail.com

Brooklyn Watson, Secretary
brooklynwatson@gmail.com

Madison Hoffman, SPED Director
mhoffman@renacademy.org

Angela Cobiella, World Language Co-
ordinator
acobiella@renacademy.org

Patti Davis, Business Manager
pdavis@renacademy.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Cam Hughes, Board Chair

Lance Anderson, Board Secretary
Jennifer Lambert, Board Member
Emily Haleck, Board Member
Ryan Hunter, Board Member

If you would like to contact the
board, you may do so by emailing
board@renacademy.org.
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